SMALL RUMINANT MEDICINE  --  Lecture 1
Introduction, Importance, and Breeds

Uses and General Management of Small Ruminants; Meat Breeds, Dairy Breeds, Companion Animals

Objectives:

1.
Describe recognized uses of small ruminants in society.
2.
List and identify the common breeds of dairy, fiber and meat goats found in North America.
3.
Identify and list the common breeds of dairy, wool and meat sheep found in North America.
4.
Define the commonly used terms associated with sheep and goats.
5.
Distinguish breeds of small ruminants that have special genetic characteristics related to the economics of production.
I.
Basic information about small ruminants


A.
Goats  --  general information



1.
Goats are probably the oldest domesticated farm animals

2.
Goats have 60 chromosomes and are defined and differentiated by their horns.

3.
Goats are more intelligent and independent than sheep.  They have greater ability to fight and fend for themselves.

4.
There ar 450 million goats worldwide, many in arid or semi-arid regions where other livestock can not be kept.

5.
Goats are kept for various purposes: meat, milk, hides, and fiber.

6.
Goats are browsers, while sheep are grazers.

7.
A limiting factor in goat keeping sometimes is the strong smell associated with the males.

8.
In the middle ages goats were associated with devils and witches.  The devil was often signified with a goat’s foot.


B.
Goats  --  breeds and types



1.
Wild types




a.
Genus capra




b.
Genus hemitragus



2.
Domestic types




a.
Angora  -- kept for it’s fiber, mohair




b.
African pygmy




c.
Dairy types





1.)
Nubian





2.)
Saanen





3.)
Toggenburg





4.)
Alpine





5.)
Oberhasli





6.)
La Mancha




d.
Meat types





1.)
Boer





2.)
Spanish




e.
Fainting goats


C.
Sheep  -- general information



1.
Sheep are almost as numerous as cattle worldwide



2.
Sheep are also kept for multiple purposes—meat, milk, fiber.

3.
There are no religious taboos against sheep; they have a wide range of uses and are extremely adaptable.

4.
Sheep have a different grazing spectrum than other livestock, and so can be pastured with cattle and horses.

D.
Sheep  --  breeds



1.
There is a great diversity among sheep breeds.

2.
Special features of food and climate produce local breeds which are very suitable and can not be replaced.


3.
Wool types



a.
Merino




b.
Rambouillet



4.
Meat types




a.
Suffolk




b.
Southdown




c.
Dorset




d.
Texel




e.
Hampshire



5.
Miscellaneous




a.
Romanov




b.
Friesian




c.
Jacob




d.
Miniature sheep breeds



6.
Hair types




a.
Barbados black belly




b.
Virgin island white




c.
Katahdin
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