SMALL RUMINANT MEDICINE 8
Objectives:

1.
Compare and contrast the clinical signs of enterotoxemia in sheep and goats.
2.
Describe a vaccination program for sheep.
3.
List the clinical signs of tetanus in sheep and goats.
4.
Characterize situations that might lead to pneumonia in sheep.
Bacterial Diseases 2

I.
Clostridial diseases


A.
Types of enterotoxemia

1.
Clostridium perfringens type B—lambs up to 3 weeks of age
a.
Lamb dysentery in lambs born to ewes densely grouped in contaminated surroundings

b.
100% fatality



2.
Clostridium perfringens type C—adult sheep on pasture (struck)



a.
May show abdominal pain, convulsions




b.
Most cases found dead



3.
Clostridium perfringens type C—young lambs and kids up to 1 week old




a.
Hemorrhagic enterotoxemia




b.
Up to 20% morbidity, fatality 100%



4.
Clostridium perfringens type D—lambs or adult sheep (pulpy kidney)



a.
Most common in lambs 3-10 weeks of age



b.
Short, fatal course




c.
Convulsions, staggering, recumbency, death




d.
Usually affects animals in best body condition




e.
Morbidity 10%, mortality 100%

B.
Tetanus



1.
Etiology—Clostridium tetani


2.
Risk factors




a.
Wounds




b.
Cohabitation with horses

3.
Clinical findings




a.
Sudden onset




b.
Sawhorse posture




c.
Bloat




d.
Trismus



4.
Diagnosis—from clinical signs



5.
Treatment




1.
Systemic antibiotic therapy




2.
Wound treatment




3.
Symptomatic therapy



6.
Vaccination




1.
Two doses spaced 1-2 months apart, annual booster

2.
Usually multivalent vaccines are used to protect against enterotoxemia and tetanus

II.
Bacterial pneumonia—Pasteurellosis (Pasteurella hemolytica)

A.
Etiology


1.
Adenovirus, parainfluenza viruses predispose



2.
Pasteurella hemolytica may be normal inhabitant of ovine nasopharynx


B.
Risk factors



1.
Lambs, puerperal ewes most commonly affected



2.
Occurs in sheep on pasture; quicker spread in feedlots



3.
Stress


C.
Clinical signs



1.
Dyspnea, mouth frothing



2.
Cough, nasal discharge



3.
Loud breath sounds, gurgling



4.
Survivors have chronic pneumonia

D.
Differential diagnosis



1.
Ovine progressive pneumonia



2.
Parasitic pneumonia


E.
Treatment



1.
Antibiotics



2.
Supportive care


F.
Control
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